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Chaldean or United Nestorian Church, but are governed
directly by three apostolic vicars.

The Nestorlans of the near East do not come strictly un-
der our purview, as they have no connection with Syria or
Palestine. They do not now use this name^ but call them-
selves Chaldeans, Syrians, or simply Christians. They are
found on the eastern confines of Turkey, but are chiefly
grouped in the mountains of Kurdistan, In Persia proper,
and on the plains north of Mosul, with colonies In Mosul
Itself and In Diarbekir. As they represent, however, a
most primitive form of Christianity, we may add a word
about them. Their head-quarters are a remote and rugged
valley in Kurdistan, on the banks of the Greater Zab.1
Here in a village called Kochannes dwells their patriarch.
Their numbers are estimated at one hundred thousand.
The Persian branch, estimated at from twenty-five thousand
to thirty thousand members, formally joined the Orthodox
Church of Russia In 1898.2 Since 1450 the patriarchal dig-
nity has been hereditary, passing from uncle to nephew,
not according to age, but following the choice of the family.
The candidate must be a celibate. Not only should he
never have eaten meat, but his mother should have followed
a vegetarian diet during her pregnancy and nursing. The
episcopate, too, is quasi-hereditary, and Nestorian bishops
of twelve years and younger may be found. Priests may
marry even after ordination. It is clear that the Roman
Church, in forming a united branch under the name of
Chaldeans out of this communion, found much to "reform"
in faith and practice.

1 See "The Church and the Eastern Empire," op. cit., p. 77.    Com-
pare " Be la Situation Le*gale des Sujets Ottomans non-Musulmans, par
le comte de Jehay," pp. 32-33.

2 See article, " Nestorians," in the " New International Encyclopedia/"
According to other estimates the number of perverts is much less.